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Abstract

The present study aimed at investigating the motivational orientations of Jerdanian gifted
school students in Ajloun governorate. For this purpose, 51 students from King Abdullah 11 in
Ajloun governorate participated in this study. Data was collected through a questionnaire
contained 20 items asking about the motivational level and orientation of learners. The
questionnaire was adapted from Gardner’s (1985) AMTB (Attitude, Motivation Test Battery)
questionnaire. The researchers used descriptive statistics for identifying the students’ level of
motivation towards learmning English. Independent samples T-test was used o investigate the
differences mn the level of motivation according to gender. The findings revealed that the
students were highly motivated towards learning English language with higher scores
reported for the sake of instrumental motivation. Female students reported higher level of
motivation than male students with no statistically significant differences recorded
concerning this. Based on the results, some of the implications were presented and discussed,

Keywords: Motivations, Gifted students, Integrative, Instrumental, EFL
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The Impact of Direet Teaching Strategy in the Development of Math Skills

among a Sample of Students with Learning Disabilities

) Drr. Mohammad Ahmad shehadeh Alomari'
‘Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University, Depeartment of Special Education

Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate the effect of the direct teaching strategy on the development of
mathematics skills in a sample of students with learning disabilities. To achieve the objectives of the study, the
researeher applisd the direet teaching siratezy 10 deve 1op mathematics skills (introduction, presentation, guided
practice, independent practice). The researcher prepared a scale for the achievement of mathematics for students
of learning difficulties in the fifth grade. The study sample consisted of (20) students who were chosen
purposefully from students with difficultics in mathematics enrolled in the resource rooms. The sample was
divided into twa equal groups: The first experimental and the second control, the results showed a statistically
significant difference at the level of statistical significance (o = (L05) between the arithmetical averages of
students' performance on the achievement test in mathematics due to the difference in the study group, and for
the benefit of the experimental group who studied using the direct teaching strategy, The results showed that
there were statistically significant differences at the level of statisiical significance (o = 0,05) between the
mathernatical averages of the post-performance of the students on the scale in the dimension (mathematical
cancepts, compulational skills, problem solving skills) attributed to the difference in the study group. and for the
benefit of the experimental group, the study recommends the use of special education teachers for the strategy of
dircet teaching in the teaching of mathematics and conduct a study to investigate the eflecliveness of teaching
strategies in teaching the skills of mathematics 1o the students with learning difficulties sl different age levels.
Keywords: Direct Teaching Strategy, Math Skills, Students with Leamning Disabilities

Introduction

Mathematics is one of the most important subjects taught in the primary stage, Mathematics has a great
role in life and its relation to different knowledge systems and because of its contributions 1o the renaissance of
nations and their advancement, therefore, studies were concerned with the mathematies curricula of the primary
stage and its content and the difficultics that hinder the learning of mathematics at that stage, studies have shown
that the difficullics faced by students in the learning of mathematics lead to their Gailure to understand some
concepts, facts and mathematical principles, and thus their inability o solve the prablems which are considered a
major goal of the: objectives of the teaching of mathematics in the primary stage in gemeral and for students with
learning difficulties in particular.

The term leaming disabilities is relatively new. This categury has been identified as a special education
category recently, Special education literature describes leaming difficulties as invisible hidden disability, the
members of this catcgory are in the regular classroom showing a drop in academic achievement from their
ordinary elassmates with normal intelligence above average, bul they show difficulty in some processes related
to learning: such as understanding, thinking, cognition, attention, reading, writing, spelling, pronunciation, math
or skills related o each of the previous processes and excluded from learning disabilities those who are mental
handicaps. emotional disorders, people suffering from hearing and sight disabilities and multiple disabilities, as
their disability may be a direct cause of their difficultics, which entails a great imterest in identifying and
diagnosing those difficulties, and preparing their own educational programs for the close link between academic
skills and daily life.

Our incomplete knowledge of the suffering of the child or of the individual, the circumstances
surrounding him, the reasons for that, and the best way Lo deal with him in his particular circumstances will not
have the clear and tangible effect in overcoming and dealing with this suffering, and in dealing with him,
ensuring an acceptable level of success, we should not aet in this case of undlerstanding the things and stand on
their reality only, and we must understand with all seriousness and interest. and work to help this category to
overcome these problems{Adas. 2000). In the 1960s, the term learning disabilities and specialized associations
were introduced to highlight the problem and improve the services provided to students that they encountered in
learning such as the Association of Children with Learning Difficulties, a1 the end of the 19605, leaming
disabilitics became a [ormal handicap like any other disability, especially with the issuance of the Specific
Learning Disabilities law (1969), No. 91/23, as for the 1970's, it marked the emergence of General Act, known
as the Education for All Handi 1 Act (PL94-142: EHA) which is considered by educatars to be one of the

T



Full Length Research Paper

The level of knowledge of special education teachers of
behavior modification methods in Al-Kharj Governorate
schools

Dr. Mohammad Ahmadshehadeh Alomari

Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University, Department of Special Education

Accepted 4 December, 2017

The aim of the study was to

fy the level of knowled

ge of special education teachers of behavior

modification methods in public schools in Al-Kharj governorate. The study sample consisted of (91)
special education teachers randomly selected from the study population of both sexes. The researcher
prepared a test consisting of (40) paragraph,used as a tool of the study and includes concepts,
strategies and principles of behavior modification. The results indicated that the level of knowledge of
special education teachers of behavioral modification methods came in a medium degree. It was also
indicated in the results that there were statistically significant differences due to the gender variable in
favor of females, while the study did not show any significant differences due to both years of

experience and scientific qualification.

Keywords: Behavior Modification, Special Education Teachers, Behavior Modification methads, Al-Kharj
Governorate

INTRODUCTION

The progress of nations and their advancement is
represented by the effectiveness of educational systems
and their coping with modem methods. The most
important thing in the educational system is two main
elements: student and teacher, and the relationship
between them. The process of preparing teachers in
educational institutions is of great importance if not the
maost important because the function of the teacher is not
limited to the transfer of science and knowledge, but to
help to develop the personality of the learner and the
impact of their behavior into the best,

The emergence of new disciplines in educational
systems such as the teacher of special education has
raised the question of who is responsible for controlling
the behavior of students by increasing adaptive behaviors
and reducing non-adaptive behaviors, The development
of theories of psychology and learning theories, including
behavioral theory and practical applications has clearly

contributed to the interpretation of human behavior and
the process of influencing i, which has made it
remarkably easy to find scientific and practical methods
to deal with students within the educational
institutions. The  researchers claimed that behavior
modification is of the most impartant knowledge that the
teacher of special education must acquire because of the
impact in transferring of knowledge to the student in a
correct and stimulating way and also in contralling
student behavior and refining the personality of learners.

Problem of the Study

The researcher found through his work in the field of
special education that behavioral problems of the most
widespread problems in our sociefies, especially in our
schaols, which limits the ability of students to leamn and
social adaptation, which must be methods and strategies
to deal with themwhere the methods of behavioral
modification most commonly used by them with these
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